P6544d 



10/051,485 



♦ Response A 



AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS : 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS ; 

1. (Currently Amended) A product information providing apparatus capable of 
transmitting/receiving data through a communication network, comprising: 

a communication link to a product information management apparatus 
having product information management data; 

a receiver for receiving, through said communication network from a 
remote terminal, a request command requesting transmission of product 
information management data related to a specified product comprised of a 
plurality of sub-components : 

wherein said communication link is effective for obtaining from said 
product information management apparatus, in response to said request 
command, the product i nformation management data related to said specified 
product and its sub-components : and 

a transmitter for transmitting the product information management data 
related to s a id spec ifi ed product at least one of said sub-components to said 
remote terminal. 

2. (Currently Amended) A product information providing apparatus according 
to Claim 1, wherein said product information management data of said product 
information management apparatus includes completion status information in 
accordance with regarding the incremental progress of a design a multi-stage 
construction operation. 

3. (Currently Amended) A product information providing apparatus according 
to Claim 1, wherein, the typo and amount of product information management 

data transmitted from said tranomittcr is dopondont d epending on the 

identification of the user of said remote termina l the remote terminal is 
optionally provided with viewable only information management data, or 
viewable and editable data to permit the remote terminal to freely submit design 
changes to the information management data of the specified product and its 
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sub-components, or viewable and partially editable data to permit the remote 
terminal to submit design changes only to information management data 
previously submitted by the identified user. 

4. (Currently Amended) A product information providing method for obtaining 
product information management data from a product information management 
apparatus having said product information management data, said product 
information providing method being further effective for transmitting said 
product information management data through a communication network, said 
method comprising: 

a receiving step of receiving, from a remote terminal through said 
communication network, a request command requesting transmission of product 
information management data concerning a specified product comprised of a 
plurality of sub-components ; 

an obtaining step of obtaining from said product information 
management apparatus, the product i nformation management data concerning 
said specified product and its sub-components in response to said request 
command; and 

a transmitting step of transmitting to said remote terminal the obtained 
product information management data concerning said specified product at least 
one of said sub-components . 

5. (Currently Amended) A product information providing method according to 
Claim 4, wherein said product information management data of said product 
information management apparatus includes completion status information m 
accordance with regarding the incremental progress of a design a multi-stage 
construction operation. 

6. (Currently Amended) A product information providing method according to 
Claim 4, wherein the typo and amount of product information management data 
tranomittcd is dependent depending on the identification of the user of said 
remote terminal , the remote terminal is optionally provided with viewable only 
product information management data, or viewable and editable data to permit 
the remote terminal to freely submit design changes to the information 
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management data of the specified product and its sub-components, or viewable 
and partially editable data to permit the remote terminal to submit design 
changes only to information management data previously submitted by the 
identified user . 

7. (Original) A computer program for causing a computer to execute the 
method steps as set forth in Claim 4. 

8. (Original) A computer-readable recording medium having recorded therein 
the computer program as set forth in Claim 7. 

9. (New) The product information providing method of Claim 4, wherein said 
specified product is a technical design drawing comprised of a plurality of other 
sub-drawings. 

10. (New) The product information providing method of Claim 4, wherein said 
specified product is a device comprised of a plurality of other device sub- 
components. 

11. (New) The product information providing method of claim 4, wherein said 
product information management data includes a pictorial timeline of completed 
tasks and tasks scheduled for completion. 

12. (New) The product information providing method of claim 4, wherein said 
product information management data includes at least one of design progress 
information, or completion status of accepted submissions of design 
modifications, or specification of work department in charge of sub-components 
within said specified product, or a listing of individual persons in charge of sub- 
components within said specified product. 

13. (New) The product information providing method of claim 4, further 
including an accepting step for accepting, from said remote terminal, design or 
manufacturing changes to said specified product, and for incorporating said 
changes to an appropriate one of a design schedule or manufacturing schedule. 
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14. (New) The product information providing apparatus of Claim 1, wherein 
said specified product is a technical design drawing comprised of a plurality of 
other sub-drawings. 

15. (New) The product information providing apparatus of Claim 1, wherein 
said specified product is a device comprised of a plurality of other device sub- 
components. 

16. (New) The product information providing apparatus of claim 1, wherein said 
product information management data includes a pictorial timeline of completed 
tasks and tasks scheduled for completion. 

17. (New) The product information providing apparatus of claim 1, wherein said 
product information management data includes at least one of design progress 
information, or completion status of accepted submissions of design 
modifications, or specification of work department in charge of sub-components 
within said specified product, or a listing of individual persons in charge of sub- 
components within said specified product. 

18. (New) The product information providing apparatus of claim 1, being further 
effective for accepting, from said remote terminal, design or manufacturing 
changes to said specified product, and for incorporating said changes to an 
appropriate one of a design schedule or manufacturing schedule. 

19. (New) A product information providing apparatus capable of 
transmitting/receiving data through a communication network, comprising: 

a receiver for receiving, through said communication network from a 
remote terminal, a request command requesting transmission of product 
information management data related to a specified product, wherein said 
product information management data includes at least one of design progress 
information, or design drawings, or completion status of accepted submissions of 
design modifications, or specification of work department in charge of sub- 
components within said product, or a listing of individual persons in charge of 
sub-components within said product; 
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wherein in response to said request command, said product information 
providing apparatus transmits the requested product information management 
data to said remote terminal. 

20. (New) The product information providing apparatus of claim 19, being 
further effective for accepting, from said remote terminal, design or 
manufacturing changes to said specified product, and for incorporating said 
changes to an appropriate one of a design schedule or manufacturing schedule. 

21. (New) The product information providing apparatus of claim 20, being 
further effective for associating the identification of the user of the remote 
terminal with said changes; and 

wherein as determined from the identification of the user of said remote 
terminal, said product information providing apparatus limits access to said 
identified user to one of only viewing said product information management 
data, viewing and editing a previously predetermined part of said product 
information management data, or viewing said product information management 
data but editing only product information data associated with said identified 
user. 

22. (New) The product information providing apparatus of claim 19, wherein said 
specified product is comprised of a plurality of sub-components, and said product 
information management data relates to said specified product and its individual 
plurality of sub-components. 

23. (New) A product information providing method for transmitting/receiving 
data through a communication network, comprising: 

a receiving, through said communication network from a remote 
terminal, a request command requesting transmission of product information 
management data related to a specified product, wherein said product 
information management data includes at least one of design progress 
information, or design drawings, or completion status of accepted submissions of 
design modifications, or specification of work department in charge of sub- 
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components within said product, or a listing of individual persons in charge of 
sub-components within said product; 

in response to said request command, transmitting the requested product 
information management data to said remote terminal. 

24. (New) The product information providing method of claim 23, further 
including; 

accepting, from said remote terminal, design or manufacturing changes 
to said specified product; and 

incorporating said changes to an appropriate one of a design schedule or 
manufacturing schedule. 

25. (New) The product information providing method of claim 24, further 
including: 

associating the identification of the user of the remote terminal with said 
changes; and 

limiting the access of the identified user to one of only viewing said 
product information management data, viewing and editing a previously set part 
of said product information management data, or viewing said product 
information management data but editing only product information data 
associated with said identified user. 

26. (New) The product information providing method of claim 23, wherein said 
specified product is comprised of a plurality of sub-components, and said product 
information management data relates to said specified product and its individual 
plurality of sub-components. 

27. (New) A product information providing apparatus capable of 
transmitting/receiving data through a communication network, comprising: 

a communication link to a product information management apparatus 
having product information management data; 

a receiver for receiving, through said communication network from a 
remote terminal, a request command requesting transmission of product 
information management data related to a specified product; 
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wherein said communication link is effective for obtaining from said 
product information management apparatus, in response to said request 
command, the information management data related to said specified product 
including at least one of design progress information, or completion status of 
accepted submissions of design modifications, or specification of work 
department in charge of sub-components within said specified product, or a 
listing of individual persons in charge of sub-components within said specified 
product; and 

a transmitter for transmitting the product information management data 
related to said specified product to said remote terminal. 

28. (New) A product information providing apparatus capable of 
transmitting/receiving data through a communication network, comprising: 

a communication link to a product information management apparatus 
having product information management data; 

a receiver for receiving, through said communication network from a 
remote terminal, a request command requesting transmission of product 
information management data related to a specified product; 

wherein said communication link is effective for obtaining from said 
product information management apparatus, in response to said request 
command, the information management data related to said specified product; 
and 

a transmitter for communication with said remote terminal, wherein 
depending on the identification of a user of said remote terminal, the remote 
terminal is optionally provided with viewable only information management 
data, or viewable and editable data to permit the remote terminal to freely to 
submit design changes to the information management data of the specified 
product and its sub-components, or viewable and partially editable data to 
permit the remote terminal to submit design changes only to information 
management data previously submitted by the identified user. 

29. (New) The product information providing method of claim 28, wherein said 
product information management data includes at least one of design progress 
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information, or completion status of accepted submissions of design 
modifications, or specification of work department in charge of sub-components 
within said specified product, or a listing of individual persons in charge of sub- 
components within said specified product. 
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